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Effect of the use of Acacia saligna tree leaves as a fodder source on the
performance rates of male Libyan Berber sheep lambs

Ibrahim Ali Omar Ashiba
Department of Animal Production - Faculty of Agriculture - Zaytouna University. Tarhuna. Libya
Ibrah149647@gmail.com

Abstract

This study was conducted to evaluate the effect of adding levels of acacia leaves to
small ruminant feeds, on dry matter ingestion, weight gain rate, dietary conversion
efficiency. The Libyan Barbary lambs were the animals for this experiment. In 70 days
feeding experiment (after 2 weeks acclimatization period),15 lambs (4-5 months old with
average weight 22.7 £+ 4.18 kg). distributed randomly into 3 groups(5 lambs each group),
and each group was feed on specific formula of feed. First group (Control), feed on 40%
concentrated feed + 50% Alfalfa + 10% hay. Second group, feed on 40% concentrated
feed + 25% Alfalfa + 25% acacia leaves + 10% hay. Third group, feed on 40%
concentrated feed + 50% acacia leaves + 10% hay. The results of the experiment indicate
that there were no significant differences between the averages of the all groups. In the
same context, there were no differences between the three groups in averages of total
weight gain and averages of daily weight gain, but the control group was the best in terms
of weight gain .We conclude from the results of the experiment that adding 25% of acacia
leaves to the animal feed was the best and gave good results.
Keywords: sheep feeding, Acacia tree leaves.
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