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The effect of Arab population growth on food shortages
and food security

Abstract:

Many Arab countries suffer from a large deficit in food security, and the increase in
population is a major reason for the exacerbation of the problem facing many Arab
countries, where the population increases in a geometric sequence and is offset by an
increase in food production in a numerical sequence, thus most Arab countries lack self-
sufficiency in food, The study is concerned with the problem of Arab food security and
the increase in the population and linking it to the lack of food in an attempt to optimize
the available natural resources to provide food for which the demand for it has increased
significantly in recent years as a result of the increase in the population, The study
concluded that the Arab countries import about 50% of the food needs from outside their
borders and that the value of the food gap is increasing annually, as it is estimated at
about $ 53 billion for the year 2020, Among the reasons for the decline in agricultural
production is the limited water resources, as the value of the water gap for food
production that is imported is estimated at about 50 billion cubic meters of water
annually, and It constitutes the largest proportion of the Arab food crisis in the wheat
crop is 44% of the total value of the food gap, The study also concluded that there is a
direct correlation between the population of the Arab world and undernourishment, as the
more the population increased by one million, the undernourishment increased by 196.2
thousand people, which is greater than the value of the increase compared to the other
regions included in the comparison, unlike the world and the Asian continent, which has
an inverse relationship between Overpopulation and undernourishment.
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