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Constraints to cereal -based rainfed cropping in
Mediterranean environments and methods to measure and

minimige their effects.
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Abstract

The main constraints to crop production in Mediterranean environments are shortage
of water and extreme temperature. This paper describes how they impact at several crop
growth and development stages and on building of the components of yield. It introduces
in general terms how the farmer can work around them by avoiding sensivity of crop
stages related to yielding and periods of stress occurring simultaneously.
Methods of measuring crop yield components, water use and water use efficiency and
how they might be used to assess what might have gone wrong with crop are described.
Finally, it introduces trials that might be reguired to optimize on — farm productivity in
Mediterranean environments.
Keywords: Abiotic stress and its response.
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