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An economic study on wheat production and imports with its
determinants in Libya From 1990 — 2014

Magbula Mohammed kresta®, Suliman Ali Bara?, Fathia Ragab Elfutorie®
123 Department of Economic and Social Studies - Agricultural and Animal Research Center - Tripoli — Libya
krestamag@gimail.com

Abstract:

This study has been focused on the reality of wheat production in Libya, and the
quantities imported from it and ways to achieve self-sufficiency, by focusing on a
specific period of time nearly two and a half decades, that is, covering the period between
1990-2014. The study also dealt with standing on the adopted policies, in addition to the
reasons of decreasing production and productivity. The study also indicated that the
general average of the area planted with wheat was 150.56 thousand/ha, with an average
grain production of 133.4 thousand/ton. The productivity rate is very low, amounting to
0.902 tons / ha. The reason was due to many technical, economic, social difficulties and
natural resources, compared to the economically feasible productivity of the projects
located in the stabilized areas of southwestern and southeastern, where the productivity
was 5.6-5.4 ton/ha, consecutively in the Maknosa and Dobwat projects in the 2006/2007
season. The study indicated also that huge sums of public money were spent to secure the
population's needs of wheat and its derivatives. The average amount of imports per year
amounted to 603,348 thousand tons. The average purchase price per ton amounted to
212.97 thousand / $. The surplus production during the same period amounted to 526,548
tons/year. And the achieved rate of self-sufficiency averaged 0.20%.

Keywords: study - economic - production - import — wheat.
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